Negotiating heritage in the ‘heritage’ language classroom and beyond
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For the last 12 years we have been researching language practices in community-run
language schools. These are known in the UK as complementary or supplementary schools
and in the US as heritage language schools. Complementary schools are grassroots
institutions which have developed with very little government funding. In many ways
vulnerable and surviving from hand to mouth, they are nonetheless sites which have a
political role in countering the monolingual orientation of mainstream schooling, and
providing young people with an opportunity to resist ethnic categories and social stereotypes
associated with static identity markers. This paper will investigate how heritage is negotiated
in pedagogy and practice in and around these schools.
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